DUXBURY HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING FOR SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES: 2011
All students entering 10th grade (U.S. History I) should choose at least one of the following books.

***Students enrolled in Pre Advanced Placement United States History I must choose TWO books from the available options.***

Allen, Thomas, George Washington: Spymaster, (ISBN: 0792251261) (Nonfiction) How the Americans outspied the British and won the Revolutionary War. Allen relates the main events of the Revolution chronologically, consistently revealing the shadowy role of intelligence and counterintelligence.  Recommended for Level 2 and Level 3 students.  AP and Level 1 students may NOT select this book for credit.

Bober, Natalie. Abigail Adams: Witness to a Revolution. (ISBN: 0689819161) (Nonfiction) Think of this biography as a portrait, an intricate mosaic made of colorful bits of fact, emotion, period detail, and letters. Bober nudges readers to look beyond their twentieth-century expectations and become absorbed in another age. She creates a detailed eighteenth-century background showing Adams as the product of her times: an educated, intelligent, and capable woman in an age when the expectations and challenges of a woman's role were different from what they are today, but no less complex.
Cooney, Caroline, The Ransom of Mercy Carter, (ISBN: 0385326157) (Historical fiction) The drama of history unfolds in this gripping tale based on the actual destruction of Deerfield, Massachusetts, in February, 1704. In a surprise attack, Mohawk Indians entered the town, burned it, and took captives with them on a 300-mile trek to Canada. This is 11-year-old Mercy Carter’s story. Recommended for Level 1, 2, and 3 students. AP students may NOT select this book for credit.
Marrin, Albert. Commander in Chief: Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War. (ISBN: 0525470697) (Nonfiction)  While staying close to his theme of Lincoln as war leader, the book covers its subject from birth to death, depicting him as very much a part of his era, a man who, the author believes, was "our greatest President" and "the one person without whom it is impossible to imagine those trying times." Recommended for Level 2 and Level 3 students.  AP and Level 1 students may NOT select this book for credit.
McCullough, David, 1776, (ISBN: 0743226720) (Nonfiction) David McCullough explains the significance of the year 1776, not just as the year when independence was declared, but as the time when George Washington, Nathanael Greene and Henry Knox sustained the Revolution and kept American hopes alive.

Philbrick, Nathaniel, Mayflower, (ISBN: 9780143111979) Read this and learn much about local history.

Shaara, Michael, The Killer Angels, (ISBN: 0345348109) (Historical fiction) This novel reveals more about the Battle of Gettysburg than any piece of learned nonfiction on the same subject. Michael Shaara's account of the three most important days of the Civil War features deft characterizations of all of the main actors.
All students entering 11th grade (U.S. History II) should choose at least one of the following books.

***Students enrolled in Advanced Placement United States History II must choose TWO books from the available options.***

Bradley, James, Flags of Our Fathers, (ISBN: 055338029X) (Nonfiction) Bradley’s father was one of the men who raised the flag over Iwo Jima.  He examines the strategy and tactics leading up to the awful battle for the island and the navy's disputed plans for offshore bombardment, cut at the last minute from 10 days to three; the 16 miles of Japanese underground tunnels, far more than Allied intelligence expected.

Curtis, Christopher Paul, The Watsons Go To Birmingham, 1963, (ISBN: 0440414121) (Historical fiction) This alternately hilarious and deeply moving novel blends the fictional account of an African-American family with the factual events of the violent summer of 1963. This title is recommended for Level 2 and Level 3 students.  AP and Level 1 students may NOT select this book for credit.
Freedman, Russell, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, (ISBN: 0395629780) (Nonfiction) Drawing on first-hand observations of his family, friends, and enemies, as well as Roosevelt's own diary entries, Freedman draws a picture of a complex individual and a consummate politician.  This title is recommended for Level 2 and Level 3 students.  AP and Level 1 students may NOT select this book for credit.
Goodwin, Doris Kearns, Wait Till Next Year. (ISBN: 0684847957) (Nonfiction) Re-creates the postwar era, when the corner store was a place to share stories and New York neighborhoods were equally divided between Dodger, Giant, and Yankee fans. Goodwin’s father taught her the joy of baseball and to root for the Dodgers of Jackie Robinson, Roy Campanella, and Gil Hodges.

Kushner, David, Levittown: Two Families, One Tycoon, and the Fight for Civil Rights in America’s Legendary Suburb, (ISBN: 9780802716194) (Nonfiction) Levittown is a story of hope and fear, invention and rebellion, and the power that comes when ordinary people take an extraordinary stand. In the 1950s Levittown represented the American Dream of home ownership. The book describes the events of when “undesirable people” move into the neighborhood.

(over)
MacDonald, Michael, All Souls, (ISBN: 034544177X) (Nonfiction) A powerful memoir of life in South Boston, it captures the stigma of racism and the reality of poverty and violence. MacDonald's story is tragic, yet inspiring.

McCullough, David, Mornings on Horseback, (ISBN: 0671447548) (Nonfiction) This is the story of a remarkable little boy (Theodore Roosevelt), seriously handicapped by recurrent and almost fatal asthma attacks, and his struggle to manhood.

Puleo, Stephen, Dark Tide: The Great Boston Molasses Flood of 1919, ISBN: 9780807050217) (Nonfiction) This book tells the story of an overlooked event in Boston’s history. In doing so it illustrates on the local level a number of things which were happening on a national level, for example, the industrial buildup for World War I, the Red Scare and the anti-immigration feelings of post-World War I. After reading this book, your next visit to the North End will take on a little different meaning.
Sis, Peter, The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain, (ISBN: 0374347018) (Nonfiction) Sis tells his story of growing up in Czechoslovakia during the height of the Cold War. This title is recommended for Level 2 and Level 3 students.  AP and Level 1 students may NOT select this book for credit.

***Students enrolled in Advanced Placement European History must read the following books.***

Rabb, Theodore K., Renaissance Lives (ISBN 0-465-06800-6) Fifteen biographical sketches of the Renaissance era's most creative and vivid figures, fascinating individuals who embody the hopes, discoveries, and struggles of an age that gave birth to the modern world.
Sis, Peter, The Wall: Growing Up Behind the Iron Curtain, (ISBN: 0374347018) (Nonfiction) Sis tells his story of growing up in Czechoslovakia during the height of the Cold War.
